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Certificate which in turn provides a pathway to careers in scarce skills in South Africa; the Anglo 
American Chairman’s Fund, which, throughout its nearly 60 year history, has worked with 
thousands of ordinary South Africans who do extraordinary things to uplift their fellow citizens and 
finally the University of Pretoria, an institution which understands the importance of international 
recognition and understanding of the South African system.  The Board of the IEB, under the 
chairmanship of Professor Crain Soudien, was quick to see the significance of this exercise and 
did not hesitate to allocate financial as well as human resources to it. All four donors committed 
themselves to the international benchmarking exercise  to ensure that the new school-leaving 
qualification has both credibility and quality status in South Africa and internationally. Through the 
participation in the benchmarking project all four funding organisations have shown their support 
to an important initiative of the Department of Education.  The report itself is easy to read, its 
findings are re-assuring and its recommendations are sobering.  In short, the South African 
qualification meets its intended international standards.  

The IEB is proud to have lead this project and be in a position to make this report available to the 
system at large. Personally, I would like to thank the IEB staff, officials from HESA, Umalusi and 
the Department of Basic Education who made themselves available to prepare additional 
documentation as required and to answer questions from the UK NARIC researchers, during their 
field visit in January 2010.  I would like to thank HESA, and in particular Cobus Lötter and Abbey 
Mathega, as well as the IEB Chairman and Board members for their consistent support and 
encouragement. Without the additional funding from the Zenex Foundation, the Anglo American 
Chairman’s Fund and the University of Pretoria, the project would not have been possible. Finally, 
it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the intensive engagement with UK NARIC 
researchers, Ms Cloud Bai-Yun, the CEO of UK NARIC, and Mr Chris Lyons, the senior 
researcher on this project. Their commitment to understand fully the idiosyncrasies of the South 
African system and to provide a useful report for us to work with, is testimony to their 
professionalism.   

Yours sincerely 

Anne Oberholzer 
CEO 
May 2010  




